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Application/Control Number: 09/233,397 Page 4 

Art Unit: -3628 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wilmes in view of Stupar, US #3977104. 

Wilmes does not particularly teach the sign plate as being orthogonal to or angle 
with respect to a pipe, when used, however, this is well known in the art. Stupar 
teaches the sign plate 12 (Figure 2) as being orthogonal to its support. It would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to place the sign plate at whichever orientation would make it most easily visible. 

9. Claims 23 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wilmes in view of Whitehouse et al., US #5428914. 

Wilmes does not teach the use of Braille or a cover, however, these are both well 
known in the art. Whitehouse teaches a sign which may be used with Braille (col. 1 line 
65 through col. 2 line 3) and which includes plastic cover 55 (col. 6 lines 20-29). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to use Braille on a sign so that it may 
be read by the visually impaired. It would have been obvious to utilize a plastic cover 
on the sign plate of Wilmes to provide protection for the display. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US patents 5307576, 4844000, 3550299, 5170578, 4649658, 
5335889, 5732915, 5799916, 2675594, 5311688 and German application 633468 and 
British specification 1027818 are cited as of interest. 



